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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is response to communication filed on 8/22/2006. 

2. Claims 1 - 20 are currently pending. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Walker 
et al (U.S. 5,862,223). 

♦ As per claims 1, 10 - 11, 19, 

Walker discloses a method for selecting at least one suitable candidate for a work 
position using performance data from each worker in a pool of existing workers, 
comprising: 

" Inputting into a computer-implemented processing stage, for each worker in the 
pool of existing workers: corresponds to the step of storing information into the 
appropriate database including: 

• " A Personal Profile relating to a set of Personal Parameters" 
corresponds to information in "Expert qualifications database 285" (See col. 14, lines 
66 - col. 15, lines 7). 

•'A Performance Profile" corresponds to information in "Expert database 
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255" (See col. 14, lines 25 - 42). 

"Processing said Personal Profile and said Performance Profile of each of the. 
. . .rule" corresponds to the step of searching for expert based on expert profile and 
qualification, and using different search technique (See col. 20, lines 32 - col. 21, 
lines 3.) 

"Obtaining, for at least one candidate, a Personal Profile" See col. 25, lines 21 - 
44. 

"Analyzing said Personal Profile from said at least one candidate, along . . . said 
candidate" See col. 25, lines 53 - 55. 

♦ As per claims 2, 20, Walker discloses: 

- "Said Performance Profile is a Position Specific Performance Profile" 
corresponds to "respective subject areas of expertise (See col. 14, lines 25 - 42). 

♦ As per claims 3 - 4, Walker discloses: 

- "Performance Profile is based on the pool of the existing workers" See col. 21, 
lines 52- 62. 

♦ As per claims 5 - 6, Walker discloses: 

The number of the existing workers in the pool is at least 30-40. This is a well-known 
technique in the art. The users can define their owns choice of number of records in a 
database. 

♦ As per claims 7-8, Walker discloses: 

"Comparing Computed Performance Rating for said candidate with Performance 
Profile for each worker" See col. 20, lines 32 - 39, 66 - col. 21, lines 3. 

♦ As per claims 9, Walker discloses: 
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- "Ranking said plurality of candidates" See col. 21, lines 52 - 62. 

♦ As per claims 12 - 13, Walker discloses: 

- "Eliminating at least one parameter from said set of Personal Parameters" See 
Fig. 15. 

♦ As per claims 14, Walker discloses: 

"Performing an Employer's Evaluation" See col. 21, lines 52 - 62. 

♦ As per claims 15-18, Walker discloses: 

"Plurality of work positions" See col. 14, lines 25 - 67. 



Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

- Chengxiang Zhai (U.S. 6,430,559 Bl) discloses a method for profile score 
threshold setting and updating. 

- Puram et al (U.S. 6,289,340 Bl) discloses a consultant matching system and 
method for selecting candidates from a candidate pool by adjusting skill values. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CamLinh Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272 - 
4024. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Apu Mofiz can be reached on (571) 272 - 4080. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 - 273 - 8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/CamLinh Nguyen/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2161 



